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Spring Term 1 Newsletter  
We are now nearing the end of our first term together and it’s been a really great start for everyone 
concerned. I would like to take the opportunity to update you on some fantastic activities that have 
happened in school as well as giving you some key dates for your diary over the coming weeks. 
 
Visiting Artist 
As I mentioned in my Autumn Newsletter, we have 
been lucky enough to have a fantastic Mixed Media 
and Movement Artist, Usha Mahenthiralingham, come 
in and work with our students over the course of this 
term.  
 
All the students have really enjoyed their time working 
on this project with Usha and we are delighted to have 
the finished pieces displayed around our school.  
 
Snack Provision and Water 
When we return after the Christmas holiday, snacks will no longer be available to buy in the 
canteen. As an alternative, fruit and toast will be given in the classroom, with the option of a glass 
of milk. This will be partly funded through Pupil Premium, a £10 contribution per term from 
parents/carers is voluntary and would be very much appreciated. 
 
Bottles of water will no longer be available from the school. Drinking fountains are available 
throughout the school and pupils are also encouraged to bring in their own water bottles each day 
to ensure they remain hydrated. Fizzy drinks will not be allowed in school.  
 
New school name 
Following the recent vote to rename the school we can now confirm that the new school name will 
be Medehamstede Academy. Medehamstede was the original Saxon name for Peterborough and 
means meadow homestead. Work will begin on developing our new logo, school uniform, 
letterheads, etc. in the new year. 
 
Mobile Phones / Electronic Devices 
Please may we ask that if students bring mobile phones in to school they must be handed to their 
tutor on arrival, who will store them safely and return at the end of the day. 
 
Children in Need and Christmas Fayre (Sue Ryder Donation made) 
We would like to say a very big thank you to everyone that supported us to help raise money for 
both of these fantastic causes. We were delighted with the response we had to both events and 
raised £159 for Children in Need and just over £300 from our Christmas Fayre, the proceeds of 
which will be sent to Sue Ryder. A great effort by all involved and thanks to everyone for making 
these fundraising events such a success.  
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Reminder of Term Date Changes  
We wanted to issue a final reminder regarding the changes we made to the 2017/2018 term dates, 
which were previously issued on 6 November 2017.    
  
These changes were made due to the need for both Primary and Secondary staff to receive 

important Positive Handling and Safeguarding Training.   
 
Primary and Secondary staff will need to attend the above training separately, as a result the term 
date changes will be as follows. 

To clarify, Primary classes are: Ladybirds, Bumblebees, Hedgehogs, Rabbits, Owls, Badgers and 
Foxes. 

 The last school day before Christmas, for pupils in Secondary classes, is Monday 18th 
December (2 days earlier) 

 The last school day before Christmas, for pupils in Primary classes, is Wednesday 20th 

December (as advertised) 

 Pupils in Secondary Classes return to school after Christmas on Wednesday 3rd January 2018 
(as advertised) 

 Pupils in Primary Classes return to school after Christmas on Friday 5th January 2018 (2 days 
later) 

To ensure that all pupils receive the appropriate number of days at school, all pupils will need to 
return back to school on Monday 16th April 2018, one day earlier than planned, and all pupils will 
also finish our Summer Term one day later than planned, on Friday 20th July 2018. Our website has 
been updated to reflect this. 

Dates for your diary  
The attached dates will be added to the school calendar on the website. We will notify parents of 
any additional dates or amendments where applicable with as much notice as possible and specific 
details will be released nearer to each event.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a happy and relaxing Christmas break and we 
look forward to more exciting times in the new year.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs T Ydlibi 
Executive Principal 


